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17 October 2019 

Young Vic  
Chair of the Board Update 

 
Kwame Kwei-Armah, Artistic Director and Despina Tsatsas, Executive Director, today 
announce the appointment of Glenn Earle as the new Chair of the Young Vic Board. He succeeds 
Patrick McKenna, who was Chair of the Young Vic board for nearly 20 years.  
 
Kwame Kwei-Armah and Despina Tsatsas said: “We are delighted to welcome Glenn Earle as 
the new Chair of the Young Vic Board. Glenn has been an exemplary and highly insightful presence 
on our Board for almost a year, and we are thrilled to have the opportunity to work more closely 
with him. Glenn brings with him a wealth of wisdom and experience, including sustained 
commitment to arts and education leadership, and we know that the Young Vic will continue to 
thrive with him at the helm. 
At the same time, we are of course sorry to say goodbye to Patrick McKenna. It is hard to 
communicate the immense impact he has had on the Young Vic during his tenure as Chair of the 
Board since 2003. His socially relevant vision, passion for the arts and deep experience of the 
cultural industries in the UK has informed the identity of the theatre as well as provided ballast to 
the theatre’s leadership teams throughout this period. He has been a constant and extraordinary 
friend to the Young Vic – embodied by his leadership of the large-scale re-development of the 
building in 2006. We will miss his collaboration, wisdom and support.” 
 
In recognition of Patrick McKenna’s services, he was awarded a Young Vic lifetime membership.  
 
Patrick McKenna said: “The Young Vic has been a big part of my life since 1997 when I became a 
Trustee and subsequently as Chair of the Board. It has been a huge pleasure to support the 
development of world-class theatre productions and provide a platform for artists both on our 
stages and in the community. I am massively proud of the impact we have been able to have on 
audiences and participants in Lambeth and Southwark, across the UK, and worldwide by being at 
the forefront of a socially inclusive, accessible approach.  I look forward to continuing to engage 
with the Young Vic as it goes from strength to strength under Glenn Earle’s new chairpersonship.” 
 
Glenn Earle said: ““I am thrilled and feel very honoured to be taking over from Patrick as Chair of 
the Young Vic at this important time. I share Kwame’s and Despina’s belief that great theatre has 
the power to not only entertain, but also to inform, engage, provoke and inspire. The Young Vic 
has, since its founding in 1970, demonstrated a commitment to outstanding and ground-breaking 
theatre, with the guiding principles of community engagement and social relevance. With these 
principles in mind, Kwame, Despina and their team have developed hugely exciting plans to take 
the Young Vic forward. I am delighted and humbled to have the opportunity, together with my 
fellow Trustees, of being part of the next act for this world-class theatre.” 
 
About Glenn Earle  
Glenn Earle is a Partner in independent investment bank Ardea Partners International, a 
member of the Board of Directors of Fiat Chrysler Automobiles, NV and Affiliated Managers 
Group, Inc. and Deputy Chairman of educational charity Teach First.  Glenn retired in December 
2011 from Goldman Sachs International, where he was most recently a Managing Director and 
Chief Operating Officer. 
 
Glenn is a graduate of Emmanuel College, Cambridge and of Harvard Business School.  His other 
activities include membership of The Higher Education Commission and the Advisory Board of 
the Sutton Trust.  His previous responsibilities include membership of the Board of Trustees of 
the Goldman Sachs Foundation and of the Ministerial Task Force for Gifted and Talented Youth, 



Chairmanship of the Advisory Board of Cambridge University Judge Business School, Vice 
Chairman of Rothesay Life Group, Trustee and Director of The Royal National Theatre and 
member of the Advisory Committee of Hayfin Capital Management LLP. 
 
The current Young Vic board members are: 
Nicky Dunn  
Glenn Earle (Chair)  
Robert Easton  
Sean Egan  
David Fletcher (Chair, Young Vic Executive Board) 
Ali Hossaini  
Rory Kinnear  
Kwame Kwei-Armah  
Fiona Shaw  
Rita Skinner (Chair, Young Vic Development Board) 
Steve Tompkins  
Anna Williams  
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For more information, please contact  
Emma Hardy, Press Manager: emmahardy@youngvic.org / 020 7922 2979  
 
About the Young Vic 
Based on The Cut in London’s Waterloo, we produce new plays, classics, musicals, adaptations 
of books, short films, digital projects and game-changing forms of theatre, attracting large 
audiences from many different backgrounds. We forge deep connections in our neighbourhood 
through our Taking Part programme, where we engage with over 15,000 people every year via a 
wide range of projects, from skills-based workshops to on-stage performances. We give 10% of 
our tickets free to schools and neighbours, irrespective of box office demand, and we are 
committed to keeping all ticket prices low.  
 
Our Directors Program, the only scheme of its kind, has been running for over fifteen years and 
offers young directors a unique opportunity to develop their craft through skills workshops, 
peer-led projects, paid assistant directing roles through the Genesis Fellow, the Jerwood 
Assistant Director Program and the Boris Karloff Trainee Assistant Director Program, as well as 
access to the Genesis Directors Network. Twice a year, the recipient of the Genesis Future 
Directors Award stages a show in the Clare studio with full support from the Young Vic’s 
creative, administrative and production teams, enabling us to support and nurture an emerging 
director as a part of the Young Vic programme.  
 
For many years, the Young Vic has been synonymous with inclusivity, accessibility and 
creativity. We catalyse debate and channel our work into the digital world, to reach new 
audiences and continue conversations outside of our four walls.  We foster emerging talent and 
collaborate with some of the world’s finest directors, performers and creatives; creating award-
winning productions which engage with the world we live in. 
 
Artistic Director:              Kwame Kwei-Armah 
Executive Director:         Despina Tsatsas 
youngvic.org 
 
The Young Vic’s Supporters  
The Young Vic receives public subsidy from Arts Council England and Lambeth & Southwark 
Borough Councils.  

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/2mrctaeqlqx1gpx/Earle-Glenn_headshot.jpg?dl=0
mailto:emmahardy@youngvic.org
https://www.youngvic.org/taking-part
https://directorsprogram.youngvic.org/directors-program
https://directorsprogram.youngvic.org/opportunities/genesis-fellow
https://directorsprogram.youngvic.org/opportunities/jerwood-assistant-director-program
https://directorsprogram.youngvic.org/opportunities/jerwood-assistant-director-program
https://directorsprogram.youngvic.org/opportunities/boris-karloff-trainee-assistant-director-program
https://directorsprogram.youngvic.org/genesis-directors-network
https://directorsprogram.youngvic.org/opportunities/genesis-future-directors-award
https://directorsprogram.youngvic.org/opportunities/genesis-future-directors-award
http://www.youngvic.org/

